This year marks 35 years of publication of the Journal of Veterinary Dentistry (JOVD). The JOVD was born as a membership perk of the American Veterinary Dental Society as the AVDS Newsletter. Created in the late 1970s, Ben Colmery incorporated the AVDS after getting fired up about dentistry at a continuing education event taught by Don Ross. Ben, Don, Jean Hawkins, and others were essential players in creation of newsletters for the AVDS. The AVDS predated the American Veterinary Dental College, Academy of Veterinary Dentistry, Academy of Veterinary Dental Technicians, and the Foundation for Veterinary Dentistry (FVD). In 2015, transitions resulted in an ownership change of the JOVD from the now defunct AVDS into the hands of the FVD.
Ben Colmery handed off the editorship of the AVDS Newsletter to Jean Hawkins around 1980. In her JOVD guest editorial in 2008, Jean recalled how she and her husband printed, folded, labeled, and stuffed envelopes in the publisher's headquarters (Jean's home). Shortly thereafter, section editors were assigned and the JOVD assumed its current name. In 1990, Ken Lyon took over as editor and brought the JOVD into the world of full-color illustrations. Colin Harvey took the reins as JOVD editor from 1994 to 2000. Colin had prior experience as editor of Veterinary Surgery, bringing a new level of academic expertise to the JOVD, while still keeping it light with features like "The Back Page." Mark and Debra Smith had the longest run as an editorial team, from 2001 to 2015. The very popular "Stepby-Step" and "Foundations" features took off during their editorship, which spawned creation of printed compendia that are still available today though the FVD offices. Kim and I have tried to emulate the teamwork that made Mark and Debra so successful for so many years.
This issue of the JOVD is another great example of the breadth of species that we work with. This issue contains manuscripts pertaining to dogs, sheep, chimpanzees, and suricates! We'd like to thank all authors for their submissions of diverse and groundbreaking manuscripts. We realize you have many choices when deciding where to submit your cherished manuscripts, with some journals having a larger readership, but JOVD is your journal. Your support of the JOVD, whether it is as a submitter, reviewer, or advertiser, is greatly appreciated. Your interest in the JOVD's progress and continued success shines through! With sincere gratitude,
